Approved For Release 2005/0GIOQ_R‘:“Q!A-RDP79T00429A001300040034-5
43

Srohid ;

CEFTRAL INTRLLIGRNCK AGENCY

. 1P Hewteonber 1963
State Department review completed phenber 1

e CIRECTOR

Foe Jaters of the Buddhist Conflict in Bouin
Yissk nigeut

HOTE: Tive following iz inteonded te provide
von Same background on the BGuddhisi
movergnt in Houth Vietnau,

ie The current Suddhist protest amovemsnt in Bouth
7igtnse has bheen highly political sinee its inception,
ryer, in the context of Buddhist tradition, as well
@i soiitieal 1ife ander the Ngo family regime, it lis
iepomsible entirely to separate Buddhist political sins
Cromp Busdhist religious motivntion, 4nd in the course
31 their protest campsign, many otherwise spolitical
Yiutnanese Suddhisits were foreced to the conclusion thst
: throeugh & change in ihe regime counld they win re~
iztous eguelity,. i

Ve A pmijerity of the South Vietnamese populaition
zider theuselves Buddhists in one sense of another,
s Boddnist Sanghe (the organimed community of sonka)
£ pot share the Western concest of church-state sepa~
ion and iooks beck to o period isn Vietnamese history
wigen Suddhists served as political, cultural, sod spirit-
sai counselors 1o ewmperors., Although this rele ceclined
13 before the adveat of freneh rule, Buddhists regard ;
culonial peried, with its introduction of Cstholicisa
the privileped statur aceorded lis sdherents, as
wying farther corrupied thetir religiemn. Girowing out
% ihis conecern, & srowing Buddhist revivel beglmnning
L the 1930% led to the tormmiion in 1851 by the momt
imporiant Vietnemese sect of s national Banghe Eadilaity
argapization the Genernl Associstion of Vietnamess Dud-
dhistey (GAVE)., When Diem apsumed power in Bouth Viet-
amu, duddhists probably regarded his strong Catholic
avientation as unfsvorable to their sspirations,
Yietnsn's Usheyshe Buddhizts, although of p different
sahnel from thesmore passive Theraveda Soddhisgs domi-
st An Ueylon ang the rest of Southeast Asla, =mve
siablished contacts with them through the new ¥orld
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L. There A8 no evidence thmi ibe Diem vegime has
csrhed Preedom of religion or thai it cArvied our re-
sions aAgainsi Buaddbiste prior (v (he & BRAY QULDUTSL,
doverihelesm, the governmeuti's open biss tovara Cathelic-
smEme-svident in Ates oificial pniiosophy, ip iis otficial
: zipn of cuatbolic celebrstions, in some of L€ iBwWs,
sohonls, in the armed fovrces (Catholle Chaplains),

. 1o gome extent iz its choice of wore Lrusied oi-

ficagleg-mclearly creRted the impression among bBuadbisis

31 ruiipious Jdiscrimirmtion. The semicuvert .an LEo

sngsnizaiaon, Formed round a aucleuns of Latkoiics, bo-
v poverameut's coptrolliing element in the civii

e and Army; and mAany savdtiows Yietnamese bave

cawe Lo Yegard conversion io vathoiiclisw as Lhe paib

L success. ia B series of public cevemenies iu the

& of iudw, Ohew officinily dedicsied ithe eniire

wery Lo the Virgin Mary., 'ITne appoiniment in 1u6l

31 dem’s brotber Thuc as Avchbishop of Hue--8 Guadhist

wiropngtold--iotensified the reseviment engendered Ly
Bue's political influence and aciivities.

G. YA qumng, the Fuddhist bonze who SPRrked (he
sruptisn of the Huddnist protesti movement in Hue oo
ey, kB admitted since isking reiuge in the Ameri-
wiBEEy on L September thai he bad iloug been pisn-
suUCHh & CampRlgs. He aas denied, however, deliibera-
ipmiigating the violence of & May, which culminaied

o o

in tne demathk of eight persons during etfiorcs of securivy
ipeees o disperse & crowd, ‘[ri Juaag claims he geized
s wne Fiag issue for & showdown, haviog ilel eariier op-

- s statements cannot ve reinted on ihe basis o
amrd lufsrmation now avalimble.

e P d Sunang and diher sudahisi leaders sye RKuowa
: nmve bad at leret two days' solice in whichk to plax
2 protesis pver a goverument effors 10 apply & drreci-
- iHK BlRnding but oot previcusiy esforced on

cethoiics or buddhisis--concersing Lhe dispiay 0f ilhe
cudghiat fleg 2t the » Hay celebration of Pudina's birin-

The povernment's charge, hoWever, ithat ihe ensulug
. were caumed by & Viei Cong grenade raiber (han
VE {roops i8 not borne ouil by eye-wilness reporis
Be findings of U5 smilitary personnel in the ares.
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the The {ive demands drafted by Duddhist leaders

in due on 10 Ray represented s petition for both religlous
#znd politiesnl concesmions, including the elimination of
tegal rewmtrictions not spplicable to Catholicos and remti-
tutian for the 8 May vigtimm, ¥Whether or noi the demands
peie politienlly motivated, prompt and adroit governmer
Sendling of the issae probsbly could have averted %h&
fvrastion of & detional Buddhist campaigm. Under GAYR
tewdership, this campaign not only served 1o fostsr grestor
sohesion smong the country's diffuse Duddhist following,
but was gupported by 13 mects reprosented by o recentily
created Interseet Committse, Twoe other nonparticipating
SeCts are reportedly govermmest-subsidised, By the time
thet the governmwnt resched s compromise agreement on
L8 June, Bowevey, the Buddhists bhad developed sulficient
sopentum and evidence of new rTepremsions to challenge the
vegine's promise of good faith,

f.  Where is styoung evidence that the goverament,
ﬂgguagh ite suthoritarian inclinations and itm concern
sy ¥Yiet Cong instigetion or exploitstion of the Buddhist
izeue, was disposed from tho bﬁginaing to regerd the
Hagdbint lesdership as subvermive and 1o desl with thew
Torvefully. When it refresined from doing seo, uander U8
eensiure, while atalling on eoncessions, tks Buddhists
e able to srouse public aympathy by orgmsizipg denon~
strations and, ultimstely, by self-immolations which,
viratever thedr political effscig, represeunt & sscrificisal
sestare compatible with the traditions of Vietnawese
{#zhayana) Buddhism, Although by early August the fervor
L b Zuwidhint movement may heve been partly out of
‘antrel, a8 clsdaed by the Buddhist leaders, the latter
% piveady oxpanding thelr demandes in late June; in
sig-duly mpderate Buddhist clergy were expressing slarm
“wey Lthe politiesl eims of extremists in the sovesent,
fuere ie plnosi 8o question that Tri duanp and others were
wntively organisiag, whether Irom ihe cutset or as &
vegult of frustrstions encountered during the campaign,

+ vekiele te bring about the poveramont’s mrthm, though
~ﬂ@§ o not appesr to have cooperasted with Diea's tradie-
sioaesl palitical oppononts,

“e The povernmeni has claimed it bhas proof of Cowe
suniat direction of the Buwidhist campripgn, hui officials
ﬁ;'?ataiy admit there iz 1little hard evidence of this,
wiker than Viet Cong directives o exploit the ilssue,
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~imimse that, despite personal sntipathy te Diem, he
initinliy sccepted the Premident zp a strong anti-Cone
sEnist lesder; it weg only later that he concluded that
iden could not win the wer and that the Suddhists were
cavghi between the evils of (he regime and of the Viet
Uakg. Suaing, however, is politically sephisticated snd

wemewhatl devious in him approach. |
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